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IOWA CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

CHAPTER 51
IOWA CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

CANON 1

AJUDGE SHOULD UPHOLD THE INTEGRITY AND
INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY

An independent and honorable judiciary is indispens-
able to justice in our socicty. A judge should participate
in establishing, maintaining, and enforcing, and should
observe, high standards of conduct so that the integrity
and independence of the judiciary may be preserved. The
provisions of this code should be construed and applied
to further that objective. [Court Order November 9,
2001, effective Pebruary 15, 2002]

CANON 2

A JUDGE SHOULD AVOID IMPROPRIETY AND
THE APPEARANCE OF IMPROPRIETY
IN ALL ACTIVITIES

A, A judge should respect and comply with the faw and
should act at all times in a manner that promotes
public confidence in the integrity and impartiality
of the judiciary,

B. A judge should not allow family, social, or other
relationships to influence judicial conduct or judg-
ment. A judge should not lend the prestige of the
office to advance the private interests of others; nor
should a judge convey or permit others to convey
the impression that they are in a special position to
influence the judge. A judge should not testify vol-
untarity as a character wilness.

C. A judge shall not hold membership in any organiza-
tion that the judge knows practices invidious
discrimination on the basis of race, sex, religion or
national origin. [Amended Court Order July 7,
1994, effective September 1, 1994; November 9,
2001, effective February 15, 2002}

CANON 3

A JUDGE SHOULD PERFORM THE DUTIES OF
OFFICE IMPARTIALLY AND DILIGENTLY

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence over all
other activities. Judicial duties include all the duties of
the office prescribed by law. In the performance of these
duties, the following standards apply:

A, Adjudicative Responsibilities.

(1) A judge shouid be faithful to the law and main-
tain professional competence in it. A judge
should be unswayed by partisan interests, pub-
lic clamor, or fear of criticism.

(2y A judge should maintain order and decorum in
all proceedings.

(3) A judge should be patient, dignified, and cour-
teous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers,
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and others with whom the judge deals in an of-
ficial capacity, and should require similar
conduct of lawyers, and of court statf, court of-
ficials, and others subject to the judge’s
direction and control.

A judge should accord to every persen who is
legally interested in a proceeding, or that per-
son’s lawyer, full right to be heard according to
law, and except as authorized by law, neither
initiate nor consider ex parte or other commu-
nications concerning a pending or impending
proceeding. A judge, however, may obtain the
advice of a disinierested expert on the law ap-
plicable to a proceeding before that judge if the
judge gives notice to the parties of the person
consulted and the substance of the advice, and
affords the parties reasonable opportunity to
respond.

A judge should dispose promptly of the busi-
ness of the court.

A judge should abstain from public comment
about a pending or impending proceeding in
any court, and should require similar absten-
tion on the part of court personnel subject to
the judge’s direction and control. This subsec-
tion does not prohibit judges from making
pubtic statements in the course of their official
duties or from explaining for public informa-
tion the procedures of the court.

Subject at all times to the authority of the pre-
siding judge to control the conduct of
proceedings before the court to ensure deco-
rum and prevent distractions and to ensure the
fair administration of justice in the pending
cause, electronic media and still photography
coverage of public judicial proceedings in the
trial and appellate courts of this state shall be
allowed in accordance with the Rules for Ex-
panded Media Coverage found in chapter 25 of
the Iowa Court Rules,

A judge shall not in the performance of judicial
duties by words or conduct manifest bias or
prejudice, including but not limited to bias or
prejudice based upon sex, race, nafional ori-
gin, or ethnicity, and shall not permit staff,
court officials and others subject to the judge’s
direction and control to do so.

A judge shall require lawyers in proceedings
before the judge to refrain from manifesting,
by words or conduct, bias or prejudice based
upon sex, race, national origin, or ethnicity,
against parties, witnesses, counse! or others.
This section does not preclude legitimate ad-
vocacy when sex, race, national origin or
ethnicity are issues in the proceeding.
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{10) A judge shall not, with respect to cases, contro-

versies, or issues that are likely to come before
the court, make pledges, promises, or cominit-
ments that are inconsistent with the impartial
performance of the adjudicative duties of judi-
cial office.

B. Administrative Responsibilities.

C.

(1

2

&)

(4)

D

A judge should diligently discharge adminis-
trative responsibilities, maintain professional
competence in judicial administration, and fa-
cilitate the performance of the administrative
responsibilities of other judges and court offi-
cials.

A judge should require court staff and court of-
ficials subject to the court’s direction and
control to observe the same applicable stan-
dards of fidelity and diligence that apply to a
judge.

A judge should take or initiate appropriate dis-
ciplinary measures against a judge or lawyer
for unprofessional conduct of which the judge
may become aware.

A judge should not make unnecessary appoint-
ments. A judge should exercise the power of
appointment only on the basis of merit, avoid-
ing nepotism and favoritism. A judge should
not approve compensation of appointees be-
yond the fair value of services rendered.

Disqualification.

A judge should disqualify himself or herself in

a proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality

might reasonably be questioned, including but

not limited to the following instances:

a. The judge has a personal bias or prejudice
concerning a party, or personal knowledge
of disputed evidentiary facts concerning
the proceeding;

b. The judge served as a lawyer in the matter
in controversy, or a lawyer with whom the
judge previously practiced law served dur-
ing such association as a lawyer
concerning the matier, or the judge or such
lawyer has been a material witness con-
cerning the matter;

¢. The judge knows that the judge, individu-
ally or as a fiduciary, or the judge’s spouse
or minor child residing in the judge’s
household, has a financial interest in the
subject matter in controversy or in a party
to the proceeding, or any other interest
that could be substantially affected by the
outcome of the proceeding;

d. The judge or the judge’s spouse, or a per-

son within the third degree of relationship
to cither of them, or the spouse of such a
person, is any of the following:
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i. A party to the proceeding, or an offi-
cer, director, or trustee of a party;
ii. Acting as a lawyer in the proceeding;
iii. Known by the judge to have an infer-
est that could be substantially affected
by the outcome of the proceeding; or
iv. To the judge’s knowledge likely to be
a material witness in the proceeding.
¢. The judge, while seeking appointment for
a judicial vacancy or serving as a judge,
has made a public statement, other than in
a prior judicial decision or opinion, that
commits, or appears to commit, the judge
to reach a particular result with respect to
an issue in the proceeding or a controversy
in the proceeding.

{2) A judge should inform himself or herself about

any personal and fiduciary financial interests,
and make a reasonable effort to be informed
about the personal financial interests of the
judge’s spouse and minor children residing in
the judge’s household.

{3) For the purposes of this section:

a. The degree of relationship is calculated
according to the civil law system;

b. “Fiduciary” includes such relationships as
executor, administrator, trustee, and
guardian;

c. “Financial interest” means ownership of a
legal or equitable interest, however small,
or a relationship as director, advisor, or
other active participant in the affairs of a
party, except that:

. Ownership in 2 mutual or common in-
vestment fund that holds securities is
not a “financial interest” in such secu-
rities unless the judge participates in
the management of the fund;

ii. An office in an educational, religious,
charitable, fraternal, or civic orga-
nization is not a “financial interest” in
securities held by the organization;

fli. The proprietary interest of a policy-
holder in a mutual insurance
company, of a depositor in a mutuai
savings association, or a similar pro-
prietary interest, is a “financial
interest” in the organization only if
the outcome of the proceeding could
substantially affect the value of the
interest;

iv. Ownership of government securities
is a “financial interest” in the issuer
only if the outcome of the proceeding
could substantially affect the value of
the securities.
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Remittal of Disquaiification. A judge disqualified
by the terms of Canon 3(C)(1)(c) or Canon
3(C)(1)(d) may, instead of withdrawing from the
preceeding, disclose on the record the basis of the
disqualification. If, based on such disclosure, the
parties and lawyers, independently of the judge’s
participation, all agree in writing that the judge’s
relationship is immaterial or that the judge’s finan-
cial interest is insubstantial, the judge is no longer
disqualified, and may participate in the proceeding.
The agreement, signed by all parties and lawyers,
shall be incorporated in the record of the proceed-
ing. [Amended Court Order July 19, 1989,
effective September 1, 1989; November 9, 2001,
effective February 15, 2002; May 31, 2006]

CANON 4

A JUDGE MAY ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES TO

IMPROVE THE LAW, THE LEGAL SYSTEM, AND

THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

A judge, subject fo the proper performance of judicial

duties, may engage in the following quasi-judicial activi-
ties, if in doing so the judge does not cast doubt on the
judge’s capacity to decide impartially any issue that may
come before the judge:

A,

A judge may speak, write, lecture, teach, and partic-
ipate in other activitics concerning the Iaw, the legal
system, and the administration of justice.

A judge may appear at a public hearing before an
executive or legislative body or official on matters
concerning the law, the legal system, and the ad-
ministration of justice, and may otherwise consult
with an executive or legislative body or official, but
only on matters concerning the administration of
Jjustice.

A judge may serve as a member, officer, or director
of an organization or governmental agency devoted
to the improvement of the law, the legal system, or
the administration of justice. A judge may assist
such an organization in raising funds and may par-
ticipate in their management and investment, but
shouid not personally participate in public fund
raising activities. A judge may make recommenda-
tions to public and private fund-granting agencies
on projects and programs concerning the law, the le-
gal system, and the administration of justice.
[Court Order November 9, 2001, effective Febru-
ary 15, 2002]

CANON 5

A JUDGE SHOULD REGULATE EXTRA-JUDICIAL

ACTIVITIES TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF
CONFLICT WITH JUDICIAL DUTIES

A, Avocational Activities. A judge may write, lecture,

teach, and speak on nonlegal subjects, and engage
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in the arts, sports, and other sociat and recreational
activities, if such avocational activities do not de-
tract from the dignity of office or interfere with the
performance of judicial duties.
Civic and Charitable Activities. A judge may par-
ticipate in civic and charitable activities that do not
reflect adversely upon the judge’s impartiality or
interfere with the performance of judicial duties. A
judge may serve as an officer, director, trustee, or
nonlegal advisor of an educational, religious, chari-
table, fraternal, or civic organization not conducted
for the economic or political advantage of its mem-
bers, subject to the following limitations:

(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely that the
organization will be engaged in proceedings
that wouid ordinarily come before the judge or
will be regularly engaged in adversary pro-
ceedings in any court.

(2) A judge should not solicit funds for any educa-
tional, religious, charitable, fraternal, or civic
organization, or use or permit the use of the
prestige of office for that purpose, but may be
listed as an officer, director, or trustee of such
an organization. A judge should not be a
speaker or the guest of honor af an organiza-
tion’s fund raising events, but may attend such
events.

(3) A judge should not give investment advice to
such an organization, but may serve on its
board of directors or trustees even though it has
the responsibility for approving investment
decisions,

Financial Activities.

(1) A judge should refrain from financial and busi-
ness dealings that tend to reflect adversely on
impartiality, interfere with the proper perfor-
mance of judicial duties, exploit the judge’s
judicial position, or involve the judge in fre-
quent transactions with lawyers or persons
likely to come before the court on which the
judge serves.

{2) Subject to the requirements of Canon S(C)(1),
a judge may hold and manage investments, in-
cluding real estate, and engage in other
remunerative activity, but should not serve as
an officer, director, manager, advisor, or em-
ployee of any business,

(3) A judge should manage investments and other
financial interests to minimize the number of
cases in which the judge is disqualified. As
saon as the judge can do so without serious fi-
nancial detriment, investments and other
financial interests that might require frequent
disqualification should be divested.
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{4) A judge should not accept or solicit a gift, be-
quest, favor or loan from anyone if the conduct
is prohibited by Towa Ct. R. 22.22. In addition,
neither a judge nor a member of the judge’s
family should accept a gift, bequest, favor, or
loan from anyone except as follows:

a. A judge may accept a gift incident to a
public testimonial to the judge; books sup-
plied by publishers on a complimentary
basis for official use; or an invitation to
the judge and the judge’s spouse to attend
a bar-refated function or activity devoted
to the improvement of the law, the legal
system, or the administration of justice;

b. A judge or a member of the judge’s family
may accept ordinary social hospitality; a
gift, bequest, favor, or loan from a rela-
tive; a wedding or engagement gift; a loan
from a lending institution in its regular
course of business on the same terms gen-
erally available to persons who are not
judges; or a scholarship or fellowship
awarded on the same terms applied to oth-
er applicants;

¢. A judge or a member of the judge’s family
may accept any other gift, bequest, favor,
or loan cnly if the donor is not a party or
other person whose interests have come or
are likely to come before the judge, and, if
its value exceeds $100, the judge reports it
in the statement of personal disclosure re-
quired by lowa Ct. R. 22.26;

d. For the purposes of Canon 5(C), “member
of the judge’s family” means any relative
of a judge by blood or marriage, or a per-
son treated by a judge as a member of the
judge’s family, who resides in the judge’s
household.

(5) A judge is not required by this code to disclose
the judge’s income, debts, investments, or oth-
er financial interests, except as provided in
Canon 3 and Iowa Ct. R, 22.26.

(0) Information acquired by a judge in the judge’s
judicial capacity should not be used or dis-
closed by the judge in financial dealings or for
any other purpose not related to the judge’s of-
ficial duties.

Fiduciary Activities. A judge should not serve as
the executor, administrator, trustee, guardian, or
other fiduciary, except for the estate, trust, or person
of a member of the judge’s family, and then only if
such service will not interfere with the proper per-
formance of judicial duties. “Member of the
judge’s family” includes a spouse, child, grand-
child, parent, grandparent, or other relative or
person with whom the judge maintains a close fa-
milial relationship. As a family fiduciary a judge is
subject to the following restrictions:
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(1) A judge should not serve if it is likely thatas a
fiduciary the judge will be engaged in proceed-
ings that would ordinarily come before the
judge, or if the estate, trust, or ward becomes
involved in adversary proceedings in the court
on which the judge serves or one under its ap-
pellate jurisdiction.

(2) While acting as a fiduciary a judge is subject to
the same restrictions on financial activities that
apply to the judge in a personal capacity.

E.  Arbitration. A judge should not act as an arbitrator
or mediator.

F. Practice of Law. A judge should not practice law
after assuming judicial duties. See lowa Ct. R.
22.11. {Amended Court Order April 29, 1980]

G. Extra-judicial Appointments. A judge should not
accept appointment to a governmental committee,
commission, or other position that is concerned
with issues of fact or policy on matters other than
the improvement of the law, the legal system, or the
administration of justice. A judge, however, may
represent country, state, or locality on ceremonial
occasions or in connection with historical, educa-
tional, and cultural activities. [Court Order
November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002}

CANON 6

COMPENSATION RECEIVED FOR
QUASI-JUDICIAL AND EXTRATUDICIAL
ACTIVITIES

A judpge may receive compensation and reimburse-
ment of expenses for the quasi-judicial and extrajudicial
activities permitted by this code, if the source of such
payments does not give the appearance of influencing the
judge in the judge’s judicial duties or otherwise give the
appearance of impropriety and the compensation is not
prohibited by Iowa Ct. Rs. 22.24 and 22,25, [Court Order
November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

CANON 7

AJUDGE SHOULD REFRAIN FROM
POLITICAL ACTIVITY INAPPFROPRIATE
TO THE JUDICIAL OFFICE

A. Political Conduct in General,
(1) A judge should not:

a. Act as a leader or hold any office in a
political organization;

b. Make speeches for a political organization
or candidate or publicly endorse a candi-
date for public office;

c. Solicit funds for or pay an assessment or
make a contribution to a political orga-
nization or candidate, attend political
gatherings, or purchase tickets for politi-
cal party dinners, or other functions.
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{2) A judge should resign from office when be-
coming a candidate either in a party primary or
in a general election for a nonjudicial office,
except that a judge may continue fo hold judi-
cial office while being a candidate for election
to or serving as a delegate in a state constitu-
tional convention, if otherwise permitted by
law to do so.

{3) A judge should not engage in any political ac-
tivity except on behalf of measures to improve
the law, the legal system, or the administration
of justice except as provided in Canon 7(B).
[Amended Court Order March 21, 1988, effec-
tive May 2, 1988]

Campaign Conduct,

(1) A judge who is a candidate for retention in ju-
dicial office:

a. Should maintain the dignity appropriate to
judicial office, and should encourage fam-
ily members to adhere to the same
standards of political conduct that apply to
judges;

b. Should prohibit public officials or em-
ployees subject to the judge’s direction or
control from doing for the judge that
which is prohibited under this Canon; and
except to the extent authorized under Can-
on 7(B)(2), the judge should not allow any
other person to do for the judge that which
is prohibited under this Canon;

¢. Should not misrepresent the judge’s iden-
tity, qualifications, present position, or
other fact;

d, Sheuld not make any statement that might
reasonably be expected to affect the out-
come or impair the fairness of a matter
pending or impending in any court;

€. Should not, with respect to cases, contro-
versies, or issues that are likely to come
before the court, make pledges, promises,
or commitments that are inconsistent with
the impartial performance of the adjudica-
tive duties of the office,

(2) A judge who is a candidate for retention in of-
fice without a competing candidate, and whose
candidacy has drawn active opposition, may
campaign in response thereto and may estab-
lish committees of responsible persons to
obtain publicly stated support and campaign
fonds. [Amended Court Order March 21,
1988, effective May 2, 1988; November 9,
2001, effective February 15, 2002; May 31,
2006]
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COMPLIANCE WITH THE
CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Anyone, whether or not a lawyer, who is an officer of a

judicial system performing judicial functions, including
an associate juvenile judge, hospitalization or probate
referee, special master, or magistrate, is a judge for the
purpose of this code. All judges should comply with this
code except as provided below.

A,

Part-time Judge. A part-time judge is 2 judge who
serves on a continuing or periodic basis, but is per-
mitted by law to devoie time to some other
profession or occupation and whose compensation
for that reason is less than that of a fufl-time judge.
A part-time judge:

{1) Is not required to comply with Canon 5(C)(2),
(D), (B), (F), and (G).

(2) Shall not practice law in the court on which the
judge serves.

(3) Shall not practice law before another magis-
trate or represent a client seeking appellate
review of a magistrate’s decision. [Amended
Court Order December 19, 1979; June 28,
1985, effective July 1, 1985; March 21, 1988,
effective May 2, 1988; December 29, 1992, ef-
fective January 1, 1993)

Permitted Practices. When it would not otherwise

be prohibited by the Towa Rules of Professional

Conduct, 2 magistrate may appear as counsel for a

client in a matter that is within the jurisdiction of a

magistrate so long as the matter is heard by a district

judge or a district associate judge.* Partners or as-

sociates of a magistrate may appear before a

magistrate other than their partner or associate.

[Court Order March 21, 1988, effective May 2,

1988; April 20, 2005, effective July 1, 2005]

Senior or Retired Judge.

(1) A senior judge, a retired judge, or a retired se-
nior judge who has been assigned to temporary
judicial duties pursuant to section 602,1612
shall comply with all the provisions of this
code except Canons 5(E) and 5(Q), but shalt
not act as an arbifrator, mediator, or provider of
other forms of alternate dispute resolution or
hold an extra-judicial appointment prohibited
by Canon 5{G)} while assigned to judicial ser-
vice or when such action or appointment will
interfere with an assignment to judicial ser-
vice. A senior judge or a retired judge shall not
use the title “senior judge” or the title “judge”
in any form while acling as an arbitrator or me-
diator.

(2) A senior judge shall disclose to the parties if
the senior judge has mediated a dispute involv-
ing any party or any party’s insurer, lawyer, or
law firm involved in a case before the senior
judge, and any negotiations or agreements for
the provision of mediation services between
the senior judge and any party or any party’s
insurer, lawyer, or law firm to a case before the
senior judge. A senior judge shall not preside
over any case involving a party or a party’s in-
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surer, lawyer, or law firm that is using or EFFECTIVE DATE OF COMPLIANCE
negotiating to use the senior judge as a media-

tor, or has used or agreed to use the senior A person to whom this code becomes applicable
judge as a mediator in the past two years. A se- should arrange that person’s affairs as soon as reasonably
nior judge shall not serve as a mediator in any possibie to comply with it. If, however, the demands of

case in which the judge is currently presiding.
A senior judge shall not mediate any dispute
that is filed in or could be venued or tiled in the

time and the possibility of conflicts of interest are not
substantial, a person who holds judicial office on the date

judicial district or appellate court in which the this code becomes effective may:
judge serves. These restrictions cannot be A, Continue fo act as an officer, director, or nonlegal
waived by consent of the parties or lawyers, advisor of a family business;
For purposes of this scction, mediation in- B. Continue to act as an executor, administrator, frust-

cludes arbitration, other forms of alternate

dispute resolution or an extra-judicial appoint- ee, or other fiduciary for the estate or person of one
ment. [Amended Court Order December 19, who is not a family member, [Amended Court Or-
1979; April 24, 1981; March 21, 1988, effec- der March 21, 1988, effective May 2, 1988;
tive May 2, 1988; November 9, 2001, effective November 9, 2001, effective February 15, 2002]

February 15, 2002; October 31, 2008, effective
January 1, 2009]

*See lowz Code §6012,.1605




